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Minutes 

 
Minutes circulated at meeting 
 

Speakers: 
Guari – SEEds 
Voices to power and health  
 
Bethan – SEEds 
Impact of 35 Times theatre production 
 
Hilary – SEEds 
Education  

Discussion: 
 
Voices to Power: Gauri introduced the session and explained the purpose of the SEEds group 
and how valuable it is to Welsh Government in its reach, as it covers various geographical 
locations across Wales.  
 
SEEds has feed into and informed the following; 
 

• Speaking at the Welsh Government Cross Party Group on Violence against Women and   
Children from a survivor perspective on many issues  

• Presenting at event held by the Future Generations Commissioner  

• Informing the Welsh Government Violence against Women, Domestic Abuse and Sexual 
Violence (VAWDASV) campaigns and communications work,  

• Working with local and regional authorities to shape their VAWDASV services and 
strategies 

• Sharing experiences of domestic abuse and coercive control to inform training of 
specialist sector staff including the Police 

• Participating in focus groups and other engagement activities 
 
The voices of survivors must be at the heart of decisions and the group uses their experiences 
to inform training and policy.  

 
Guari pointed out that their experiences are powerful and expert and should be utitlised by  
and funded by decision makers.  

 
35 Times: Bethan talked about the impact the theatre production has had to date, including 
police officers saying they will now see domestic abuse in a different light and will respond to 
call outs differently in future.  
 
Bethan is keen that more young people see the show to work towards a better understanding 
of healthy relationships and to help end the taboo around violence. She feels if the subject 
hadn’t been such a taboo when she was young, perhaps she would have seen the warning signs 
sooner.  
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Education: From her own experience with her child’s school, Hilary is concerned that there is a 
lack of training within schools and lack of understanding of the benefits of healthy relationship 
education. This needs to come with a change in culture at schools. She feels secondary schools 
in particular see children as ‘problems’ rather than children with problems.  
 
The impact of fragmented teaching in secondary schools is also a concern, as it is harder for 
children to make connections with one trusted teacher as well as school councilors not always 
suitably trained. From her experience, no staff are specifically trained at her son’s school in 
VAWDASV. 
 
Hilary is concerned that the pressure on schools to perform and do well in league tables creates 
additional pressure on vulnerable children. Any training for schools on domestic abuse must 
acknowledge the impact it has on a child’s learning. Children spend 30 hours a week in school, 
it is therefore a key environment for abuse to be identified and supported to resolve.  
 
She highlighted that her child was told his attitude to work must improve or he would not be 
admitted to sixth form, which is in breach of Welsh Government contraventions.  
 
She closed by saying how important it is for children to learn about gender equality and about 
the reasons less women have achieved in history.   
 
Feedback from SEEds who couldn’t attend:  
GPs need to be more aware of changes in presenting patterns and how this could be a result of 
abuse at home. One SEEd highlighted that her perpetrator always accompanied her to 
appointments and did all the speaking. As she was deaf, this was never questioned. The 
perpetrator controlled the interaction with health professionals.  
 
Another example given was of a perpetrator who spoke on behalf of the daughter to CAMHs 
and the Psychiatrist believed his version.  
 
Sadly, the group feel these are not unique experiences and that abuse is being facilitated by 
healthcare professionals rather than health thinking about how they can prevent and disrupt a 
perpetrator.  
 
Additional points included; 

• Compulsory training about perpetrator behaviour for GPs 

• Better signposting to other services 

• Better support for PTSD 

• Stop the victim/survivor being passed from pillar to post 
 
Questions/comments from the floor: Carole Philips highlighted a new pilot aimed at upskilling 
teaching staff about mental health in young people. This has been backed by Vaugh Gethin AM 
and Kirsty Williams AM. It was highlighted that as it is not compulsory not all schools take up 
training on mental health or VAWDASV and often the schools that recognize the issues are the 
ones who opt for sessions. It was suggested that best practice examples from schools is 
considered and cascaded to other schools. Meeting therefore agreed compulsory training in 
schools is essential here. 
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Llamau highlighted a pilot in Gwent working with GP practices to support flagging of 
perpetrators. 
 
Bethan Sayed felt any compulsory training of GPs must be via the royal college of GPs and 
consideration must be made to whether GPs are paid to receive the training to take them out 
of practices. 
 
 

Actions: 
Meeting agreed Kirsty Williams AM to be approached about the importance of compulsory 
VAWDASV training in schools.  
  
Bethan Sayed AM highlighted that a review of eating disorders across Wales has backing from 
Vaugh Gethin, therefore there may be scope to develop a similar review around abuse and GP 
responses. WWA to follow up with Bethan. 
 
WWA to consider Standards Committee input in terms of dignity and respect for the joint CPG 
with women.  

 
The Chair thanked all for attending and the meeting closed at 13:30. 
 
  


